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The
lighter side
of choirs
By Tony Whitehead

S

inging in Choirs can have amusing times: We entered the Church
where I sang in Cincinnati on Mothers’ Day at the front door having run round
the Church from the Music Room Rehearsal,
opened our Music and sang “Virgins We with
Lamps alighted, Wait without the Wedding
Feast” and dissolved into giggles all the way to
the Choir Stalls!
Often we sang Negro Spirituals: one was,
“As I fall on my knees with my face to the Rising Sun, Oh! Lord have Mercy on my Soul”
which came out as, “As I fall on my face with
my knees to the Rising Sun, Oh Lord!! Have
Mercy on my Soul”. It was the only time
that we were congratulated on our Beautiful
Anthem Singing!
Finally, while the Minister was exhorting us to pay for Roof Repairs which were
urgently needed, small drips of water started
to plop onto his bald head from the roof above
him! Brilliant theatre! 3
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editor’s note

the rector’s charge

Our duty with
delight
By fr. keith Schmidt

A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a
broken spirit drieth the bones.
Proverbs 17:22
Dear Parishioners and Friends
of st. John’s:
he scriptures do not record if Jesus
laughed but certainly from all indications Jesus was a joyful person. In
his interactions with his disciples, with the
women, men and children that he met, with
the stories that he told, joy is often in evidence. Laughter and joy are after all part of the
human experience, as is sadness and anger and
Jesus was both God and Man.
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Hold it! Why is the Red tree smaller than the Green?

Certainly if one is in the Church for any
length of time a good sense of humour will
do one well. And while Christianity does of
course take suffering seriously, the cross being
central to our understanding of sacrifice, the
somberness of Good Friday cannot block out
the real joy of resurrection on Easter morning.
This year we only have two Sundays in
Epiphany because of the early date of Easter,
March 27th. The Gospel for Epiphany II is the
miracle at the wedding at Cana, the changing
of water into wine. Austin Farrer, a 20th century Anglican theologian & philosopher who
was Baptist born but became an Anglo Catholic convert wrote on this Gospel “Christ would
not bear to see the flow of happiness interrupted,
for lack of wine in which to drink it. Does this

surprise you? Did you not expect Jesus to be the
servant of natural delight, the abettor of warmhearted pleasure? …But have you forgotten what
Christ is? He is the desire of nations; he is the joy
of all mankind: he came to take away the cold
religion of duty, and to substitute the religion of
delight. We are to do our duty — yes, but we are
to delight in it, for the love of our neighbour, and
for the dear love of God. There is nothing else but
this, that we can hope for in heaven itself — nothing but to do good unalloyed by any meanness,
and to do it with infinite delight.”
As we prepare again for the season of Lent
and Easter, let us do so with all seriousness but
also with an abundance of joy and delight. 3
In Christ,
Fr Keith+
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Come on let’s dance! Those guys up there won’t mind!
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music

A Hymn
of
St. John’s
by Balaam’s Ass

To be sung to the tune ‘Aurelia’.

Unison:
The Red Roof ’s one foundation
Is Father Edmund Wood;
Through his great intercession
St John’s has ever stood!
Though there be those who hate us,
And think that we’re a sham,
We’ll never stop our Massing,
Nor sell up to UQAM!
The Clergy and Servers:
In finer points of worship,
We’re really quite precise.
If you don’t look too closely,
The Mass seems rather nice.
A misplaced genuflection
We pray that you’ll not mind;
Our errors seem quite minor
When seen from the behind.

The Faithful:
Now we’re true Anglo-Cath’lics:
Our Latin’s not the best;
We can’t tell Pater noster
From Ite, missa est.
But in Cranmer’s good English
We’ll sing the whole Mass through:
For, troth, it’s “With thy spirit,”
Never “Also with you.”
[Verse for special use at Candlemas:]
When prelates come to visit,
It causes quite the stir:
We iron all the vimpas
And polish the crosier.
And when the Bishop enters,
We all in rev’rence kneel
Before the solemn footfall
Of th’ episcopal high-heel!
Unison (fanfare by Organist, descant by Choir):
O happy ones and holy,
In chasubles Baroque:
We’ll be borne up to Heaven
On clouds of incense-smoke!
Let Wolff ’s great organ sound out,
And, though the old rope fell,
We’ll sing out Our Lord’s praises
With an electric bell! 3

Parochial
Paper Dolls
present

The Rector
INSTRUCTIONS
1. With a pair of scissors, carefully cut out
the paper doll on the left. If you are too
young to use scissors, ask an adult
for help.
2. Cut out the support stand, and insert
onto the bottom of the paper doll at a
90° angle.

ROLAND HUI, 2016

3. Cut out the eclessiastical vestments and
accessories. Bend the side tabs to attach
onto the paper doll.
4. Have your paper doll celebrate Mass,
give a sermon, hear confessions, attend
Synod, host Coffee Hour, bless a pet,
help the needy, etc.

Biretta

Christmas Vestment
MISSAL

Missal book

Thurible

Trinity 3 Vestment

Eucharistic
Wafer

Chalice

Palm Sunday Vestment
Dog (to bless)

The Evangelist

P h oto Janet Best.

8

We match the tree, no?
humour in vestments

Mass effects

I

By fr. ezra pickup

have often found myself at something
funny during Mass, at retreats or at
moments of hilarity during otherwise solemn occasions. Let me tell you of some of these.

At Saint John the Evangelist.
It was during a Parish Preaching Mission led
by the theologian J. V. Langmead Casserly.
He was making a point about the importance
for our Faith of the Crucixion. Standing in
the Pulpit, he pointed up to the rood, saying “There he hangs, half God and half Man.”
I couldn’t hold my laughter in. At my laughter he realized his error and corrected himself.

At the Seminary
Everyone at Seminary took turns as a Lector
during the Daily Offices. One of my classmates, Charles Supin, who had been an officer
in the U. S. Marines, and after mustering out,
joined NBC training to be an Executive. The
Trainees had to go through all the positions,
one of which was to be a News Reader. Charlie’s diction was such that when he read lessons, one heard just what he was saying. One
evening he was reading the second lesson from
St Matthew, Chapter 21, ending with the Parable of the Two Sons. However he never got
to finish the Reading because of the gales of
laughter in the second half of the 31st verse he
read: “Verily I say unto you, even the Republicans and Harlots go into the Kingdom of
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I’ve still got all the moves.

Several of the kids asked me whether the
dogs could understand what was being sung.
I told them that I did not know. But I suggested we try a little experiment. I told them
At Brookhaven
In the Chapel of Christ the King, we sang that the following day I would use a very difthe Mass every day at six-fifteen a.m., except ferent dismissal and a different tone, and use it
on Feast and Saints Days when we held it at in the middle of the brief Homily I gave every
day. The kids learned the new response.
five p.m.
Though you may be surprised, or even
So the next day, I gave this new dismissal
shocked to learn, that our two dogs, Duke during my Homily and continued preaching.
and Sarah attended the Mass every day. Duke
Well at that new dismissal the dogs got up
reposed on the east side of the Altar (It did and left the Chapel. About ten minutes later
not bother me, because in order to face east I they came and peered in at the doorway. I prehad to stand behind the Altar versus populo.) sume they were wondering why we all were
Sarah reposed before the Lectern.
staying behind. So every ‘body’ we present for
At each Mass when I sang the Dismissal the rest of the Mass must include the two dogs!
both dogs would get up and leave the Chapel.
Are they not part of the kingdom of God?
God before you.” Chapel ended at that point,
for the evening.
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If we can’t afford a tree will I do?

At St Peter’s, Lyndonville
Each Sunday at Mass, one toddler inevitably come up to the Altar during the offertory, yanked on the bottom of my Chasuble
and said “ock, gock” whatever that meant. I
patted her head and she would return to her
parents.
A few months later, she came up with the
usual routine, but instead of returning to her
Parents, she headed into the Sacristy. I was not
overly concerned because I figured everything
was out of reach.
While I was singing the Sursum Corda etc,
I kept hearing a snapping sound. All I could
think of that she had got into the Unconsecrated Host. After a while the noise abated, so
I put the problem out of mind, until the Serv-

ers and I returned to the Sacristy to remove
our Vestments and discover what Kaja had
been up to!
She had found the box of strike-anywhere
kitchen Matches and had broken them all in
two. But we could not find Kaja! After a while,
one of the Servers called me over to the corner of Sacristy — where we found Kaja sound
asleep.
After breaking the matches, Kaja had gone
over to the heating grating, removed it, and
climbed in, falling sound asleep in the warm
breeze wafting around her.
In case you are wondering what Kaja is
doing now: she is a Research Scientist at
Wesleyan University in Middletown, Connecticut. 3
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Things look different at kid height!

public safety

Do it right

followed by a couple of bottles of rather nice
red wine and vodka shots. Although relaxed,
I still had the common sense to know I was
By Garrfield Du Couturier-Nichol
slightly over the limit.
That’s when I did something I’ve never done
ith the Holidays behind us, I before — I took a taxi home! Sure enough on
would like to share a personal the way there was a police roadblock, but since
experience with my friends it was a taxi they waved it past and I arrived
about drinking and driving. As you know, home safely without incident. This was a real
some of us have been known to have brushes surprise to me, because I had never driven a
with the authorities from time to time, often taxi before. I don’t know where I got it, and
on the way home after a “social session” with now that it’s in my garage I don’t know what to
family or friends. Well, two days ago, this hap- do with it. So, anyway, if you want to borrow
pened to me. I was out for an evening with it give me a call.
friends and had more than several scotches
Be safe out there. 3
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Sorbets

Jesus the true Son of Mary.
Last Sunday we heard the story of the WedBy Tony Whitehead
ding at Canna. I think the exchange between
Mary and Jesus was full of the Warmth and
A plain spoken Parishioner
Humour between a Mother and Her Son: he
One of the Interregnums dumped on us by was all Human as well as all God.
the Bishop had been Divorced. It seemed from
The exchange was what every Mother
his Sermons that he had been Divorced sev- and Father has experienced with their son or
eral times. One Sunday I followed an elderly Daughter. When asked to do something by
Parishioner as she approached the Minister. the Parent the reply is always no! But both
She rose to her full 5 foot height, pointed at the Parent and the Offspring know that the
him with a very pointed finger and said “You answer is not what it seems! Both know the
are very miserable person! You even make the job will be done and both smile at the secret
Comfortable Words sound Uncomfortable!” they share, a Family Private Joke. 3
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